
Fort Steilacoom Park
preservation ahead of
schedule & under cost …

The barns preservation project at Fort
Steilacoom Park continues below budget and
ahead of schedule.  Completing the roofs in
December was a huge step forward and has
provided needed protection for these five
fragile barns over the winter.  Fort Steilacoom
is an important part of Pierce County history
that I hope is used far into the future for
community events.

I had the pleasure of working closely with
Pierce County, the City of Lakewood and local
construction companies to preserve this impor-
tant piece of our community heritage.  The Red
Barn was pulled straight and stabilized last
summer and the roofs were the next crucial
project to be completed.

Six years ago, I had to stop efforts by the
State Senate to sell off the property.  Now
there is a cooperative agreement between the
county and state allowing the county to lease
the property for the next 100 years.

Keeping Pierce
County safe from
sex predators …

Keeping Pierce County safe from sex
predators is a constant battle and there are
two issues the Legislature must quickly ad-
dress.  First, there are sex offenders currently
in Western State Hospital who have been
committed to the hospital because, while they
actually did sex crimes, they were incompetent
to stand trial or not guilty by reason of insan-
ity.  Once they complete their treatment at the
hospital, however, these sex offenders are
simply released directly back into the commu-
nity, unlike a criminal sex offender who may
end up in the Special Commitment Center on
McNeil Island.  Incredibly, not one single

mentally ill sex offender from West-
ern has ever been sent to the Special
Commitment Center.  In terms of
public safety, the current system is
not working.

Currently, only the prosecutor
from the jurisdiction where a sex
offender was originally prosecuted is notified
when that offender is being released from
Western.  I am sponsoring legislation that
would require the prosecutor from the county
into which they are being released also be
informed of their impending release.  House
Bill 1258 would also allow those prosecutors
or the Attorney General to file a petition alleg-
ing that the person is a sexually violent preda-
tor, which begins the civil commitment process
with the goal of committing them to McNeil
Island.

Sensible tort reform …
During the last days before all House

“policy” bills had to be voted out of the House
or be considered dead, only one significant
tort reform bill (HB 1928) passed the House of
Representatives.  This bill limits the liability of
doctors, hospitals and other health care pro-
viders to the actual percentage fault they
caused in a medical malpractice lawsuit.  This
will help to slow the flight of doctors from our
state and keep some hospitals from closing
their doors, but it is not enough.

Doctors who deliver babies and provide
medical help for our children currently must
have insurance called tail insurance for at least
21 years after they stop practicing medicine to
protect themselves from lawsuits.  That policy
currently costs $98,000.  Unfortunately, the
answer by the ruling party in the House was
HB 1929 – Reenacting The Eight-year Statute
Of Repose.  Unfortunately, this bill would limit
when someone could file a lawsuit to eight
years or 21 years for a newborn baby. This was
ruled unconstitutional by the state supreme
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court in 1998 and reenacting the same uncon-
stitutional law would not help our doctors.

A comprehensive liability reform bill that
would drive down insurance costs for our
doctors, hospitals, cities, counties and contrac-
tors, SB 5728, is in the Judiciary Committee.
I would hope that the chair of the Judiciary
Committee would give the bill a hearing and
move the bill out of committee. She has indi-
cated that she will not “cap” lawsuits for non-
economic damages as other states have done.
A similar House bill was killed in the Judiciary
Committee without a hearing.

Dear friends,
With our country at war, the things

happening in Olympia at times seem less
important.  But BIG decisions are being
made by our state government.

I really want your suggestions and
advice.  Please help me better serve you
by returning the survey, or contacting me
in Olympia and at home.
Sincerely,

Mike sponsors legislative
page Raisa Epistola.
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Trust …

I’ve heard dozens of my friends and
neighbors tell me they simply don’t trust their
government.  Government collects, and
spends, over twenty three billion of your dol-
lars... and you don’t trust us.  Well, this year
we finally got the fifty votes needed to autho-
rize the state auditor to audit government
operations.  It would also give you and all
taxpayers “inside” information that is now
only available to elected officials by making
the results of audits available, free, on the
Internet.  Information is power, I believe.  I
strongly support this long overdue government
accountability.  Watch for HB 1053.

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs …
How many people have lost their jobs in

our state in the last three years?  Nearly
160,000.

With our jobless rate one of the highest
in the country I’m working to save jobs and
help job providers put more people back to
work.  We must return our state to a “business
friendly” climate.  Do you agree?  With over-
whelming regulations and expanding govern-
ment control of our work places, far too many
job providers are simply moving across the
border to Idaho or Oregon.  It’s our loss.  I fear
that if the Legislature were to increase taxes

on job providers in this recession, our
problems would grow.  What do you think?
Bills to watch that I support... SB 5161,SB
5378, SB 5271, SB 5728, SB 5521.

RV Taxes for Parks???
I say, no way.........It’s basically unfair

for a small group of taxpayers to pay for
state parks for everyone to use.  It’s my
understanding that only a small percent-
age of RV owners actually use our parks
system.  When they do, it’s expected that
they, as everyone else, should pay the
user fees to maintain and improve the
parks.

I am willing to support a gas tax of
up to five cents if we have guaranteed
efficiencies, a guaranteed road project
list and no emergency clause so the
people can take a referendum to the
November ballot if they choose.

Is Now the Time???
Home health care workers are “family” to

many of our loved ones and neighbors.  They
provide opportunities for men & women to
keep living in their homes often surrounded by
life-long friends and personal belongings.
They also allow the highest measure of inde-
pendence & dignity.

The millions of dollars needed to
raise wages and benefits for home
health care workers are not in the
governor’s proposed two-year budget.
I am concerned that this huge new
state expense will be imposed on the
budget without appropriate legislative
oversight.

Honoring those
who’ve served us …

Do you remember the two hundred
fifty thousand Washington citizens who
served our country in the U.S. armed
forces during World War II?  Almost six
thousand men and women gave their
lives.  Our last budget set aside money
to remember and honor their sacrifice.

1-800-562-6000

The World War II oral history project is
now complete.  It’s a compelling collection of
poignant, incredible personal histories.  The
video, “When We Were Kids... We Went To
War” is now available for use by teachers to
reach and teach students today and into the
future.  Thanks to the amazing members of
the Washington State WWII Memorial Educa-
tional Foundation who turned this idea into
an everlasting tribute.  Congratulations, too,
on the national award for a job well done!

Common sense testing
and accountability …

As a lifelong classroom teacher, I con-
tinue to focus my legislative work on improv-
ing education for all children in our state.  For
ten years we’ve been working to create high
academic standards, test students and hold
our schools accountable for the results.

This is accomplished in HB 2195 which
sets crystal clear statewide expectations for
what is absolutely essential for students to
know in each subject each year.  This will free
our teachers to use their own way to help
each student to succeed.

Gigi with legislative page David Kirkpatrick on the
House floor.
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1.  Please mark the three issues most important to you:

___ Crime and security

___ Education

___ Environment

___ Growth management and land use

___ Health care

___ Property taxes

___ Social services

___ Transportation

___ Senior citizen issues

___ Other (specify: _______________________________ )

Comments: ________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

2.  It’s estimated that the state is facing a $2.6 billion deficit to
continue existing programs with automatic cost-of-living increases
and inflation.  How should the Legislature deal with this?

___ Cut public services, don’t raise taxes (please specify what
areas where spending could be cut)

___ Raise taxes, don’t cut public services

___ Rely mostly on cuts with modest
tax increases

___ Rely mostly on tax increases with modest cuts in services

___ Other (please provide details)

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

28th District Survey

State budget update
The state of our beleaguered operating budget - now facing a $2.6 billion deficit - should come as a surprise to no one. It is the product
of overspending and a declining economy - two factors that were largely ignored a year ago when a new spending plan was
adopted. Our two votes couldn’t stop it.

The 2002 state operating budget authorized the expenditure of $1.4 billion more than revenue coming in.  It was irresponsible and
unsustainable, and now we’re paying the price.

We believe it is both possible and imperative that the Legislature balance the next two year budget without raising general-fund taxes.
State government is facing challenges, but so are families and businesses throughout our state.  It’s important that government start
living within its means.

Tax increase proposals have been discussed, ranging from sales tax increases to implementation of an income tax. We believe that this
would be the worst time to raise the tax burden on individuals, families and businesses.  The governor submitted a two year budget that
was balanced. We’re working to see that the final budget will provide vital services without raising taxes on you or your job
provider.

3.  Marking on the line below, please show us how strongly you feel
about how to resolve the state budget deficit.

Here’s a spot to share your thoughts and concerns:

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Cut
spending
NO TAX

INCREASES

Some
Cuts

SOME TAX
INCREASES

No Budget
Cuts

RAISE
TAXES

We’d love to know what you think!
Hope you’ll share your thoughts.

Name:___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

_______________________________________________

❑ If you’d like to see us create a Legislative E-mail Update,
please give us your e-mail address.

E-mail address: ____________________________________
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Town Hall Meeting!

Saturday, April 12, 2003
11:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.

Lakewood Community Center

9112 Lakewood Dr. SW,

Suite 121

You’re invited. Please come.

Call us Toll-free:
1-800-562-6000


